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n connection with the opening, a seminar entitled Nobel Prize Dialogue and 
a lecture called Nobel Prize Inspiration Initiative were held, together with 
an exclusive dinner with both Brazilian and Swedish guests. Swedcham, the 
Swedish Embassy and the Brazilian Embassy in Stockholm all contributed to 
the planning of the project. 

This extensive project has been made possible thanks to cooperation 
initiated in 2013 between the Nobel Sphere and the major Swedish companies 
Saab, Sandvik, Scania, Volvo and Ericsson. The project consists of two parts, of 
which the exhibition, seminar and lecture in São Paulo in 2013 comprised the 
first. The second part, which has a similar design, is the event in Rio in 2014. The 
exhibition and the program are primarily promoted in Brazil through Swedcham 
member Kreab, in close cooperation with the Nobel organization and its partners.

The main goals of the project are as follows:

making a difference in our lives – past, present and future.

lecture, seminar and guest events. Achieve the high-quality performance
associated with Nobel Prize-related activities.

-
ing on a program created and endorsed by the Nobel Sphere and bearing key 
themes of creativity, innovation and the quest for knowledge.

In March 2014, Rio de Janeiro hosted a series of Nobel 
Prize-related activities surrounding the opening of the 
exhibition The Nobel Prize: Ideas Changing the World. 
The exhibition’s focus is the Nobel Prize, what it has 
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inspire future generations.

Nobel hits Rio

Many Nobel Prize-awarded discoveries and 
innovations have changed our everyday lives.  
The exhibition gives a large number of examples.

The seminar’s panel (left to right): Erik Maskin, Claudia 
Costin, Sérgio Ribeiro da Costa Werlang, Rubens 
Penha Cysne, and Armando Pinheiro Castelar.

Eric Maskin flanked by Swedcham Managing 
Director Jonas Lindström (left) and Chairman 
Nils Grafström.
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The exhibition The Nobel Prize: Ideas Changing the World 
is a new international touring exhibition produced by the 
Nobel Museum. The exhibition focuses on Alfred Nobel, the 
Nobel Prize, Nobel Laureates, and on how Nobel Prize-award-
ing work has shaped our world and continues to change 
it. The exhibition includes unique artifacts and documents, 
artistic interpretations, and advanced exhibition technology. 
It was opened for the first time by Sweden’s King Carl XVI 
Gustaf in November 2013 in FIESP’s galleries in São Paulo. 
On March 12, 2014, it was reopened in Rio de Janeiro at FGV 
(Fundação Getulio Vargas). FGV is a renowned think tank as 
well as higher education institution dedicated to promoting 
Brazil’s social and economic development. It encompasses 
eight schools and two research institutes. The Nobel exhibi-
tion is located in the new FGV complex, next to the head-
quarters, designed by Brazilian architect Oscar Niemeyer. 

There were around 200 attendees at the inauguration. The 
Nobel event was the first one ever that took place in the new 
FGV building. After the opening, about 140 of the guests at-
tended an exclusive dinner together with representatives from 
the Brazilian and Swedish business communities, diplomats, 
members from the Nobel organization and others.

The seminar Nobel Prize Dialogue – Why hasn’t globali-
zation reduced income disparity? was held at FGV in Rio on 
March 12. Around 200 specially invited guests took part. 
The need for conversations between those at the forefront 
of scientific progress and the rest of society has never been 
greater, and the questions being discussed demand interna-
tional engagement. Nobel Prize Dialogue is a platform for 
these meetings and discussions. 

The panel consisted of:
Eric Maskin (Econom-

ics, 2007);
Sérgio Ribeiro da Costa Werlang, professor at the 

Graduate School of Economics of Getulio Vargas Foundation 
(EPGE/FGV);

Claudia Costin, Secretary of Education of the municipal-
ity of Rio de Janeiro;

Rubens Penha Cysne, Dean and Professor at the Gradu-

ate School of Economics of the Getulio Vargas Foundation, 
EPGE/FGV;

Armando Pinheiro Castelar, Coordinator of Applied 
Economic Research at IBRE/FGV and Professor of Economics 
at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro

A lecture entitled Nobel Prize Inspiration Initiative – How to 
Make the Right Decisions without Knowing People’s Preferenc-
es: An Introduction to Mechanism Design was held on March 
13 at FGV. Around 230 dedicated students from different facul-
ties attended when Laureate Eric Maskin held this lecture. After 
his engaging lecture he answered the students’ questions.

Maskin said that he as a young person in general wanted a 
lot of answers, and that it was a lot of fun trying to find them. 
This emphazises on something that is relevant for most Nobel 
Laureates: the joy of solving problems and finding solutions.   

(Left to right), Sérgio Franklin Quintella, Vice-President of 
FGV, Swedish Ambassador Magnus Robach, Julia von Maltzan 
Pacheco, Associate Dean for International Relations at FGV, and 
Olov Amelin, Director of the Nobel Museum.

Student asks Eric Maskin a question following his 
engaging lecture.

Laureate in Economics Eric Maskin during the seminar.

Sergio Franklin Quintella. Julia von Maltzan Pacheco.
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